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UN-Habitat: The United Nations Human Settlements Programme  



The Context: Global Conversations 
 

 

World Urban Population:  

// Habitat I 1976: 37.9% 

// Habitat II 1996: 45.1% 

// Habitat III 2016: 54.5% 

// 2050: approx. 70% 

 

Urban Facts: 

// 1 out of 4 people living in urban areas lives in slums 

// 1 out of 2 people living in urban areas in Africa lives in slums 

// 1 out of 3 people living in urban areas in Asia lives in slums 
 

 

 

 



The Context: Global trends 
 

Urban Extent Growth vs. Urban Population Growth  

 



The Context: Global trends 
 

Strict zoning vs. mixed-use 

 

Le Corbusier, “Towers in the Park” Kin Ming Estate, Hongkong, 

completed in 2003 
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Agenda 2030 
 

 
 
 
 
In September 2015, the Unites Nations General Assembly  
adopted the Agenda 2030, which will guide world  
development for the next 15 years.  
 
 
// Goal 11 “Making cities and human settlements  
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” 
 
// Urbanisation as a cross-cutting issue in the SDG’s 
 
 // The New Urban Agenda builds on, is aligned and  
coherent to the objectives of the 2030 Agenda 
 
  
 
 
 





Paris Agreement on Climate Change  
 

In December 2015, at the COP21 Climate Change Summit in Paris, 

the United Nations Member States adopted ambitious goals to  

curb greenhouse gas emissions 

 

// Cities action arm to reach sustainable development 

 

// Strong presence of local and regional Governments  

(#Cities4Climate) 



The New Urban Agenda 
 

In October 2016, at the Habitat III conference, the United 

Nations adopted the New Urban Agenda 

 

Debates: 

 

// Strong role of Local and Regional Governments.  

Highest participation of stakeholders and subnational  

Governments in history of UN conferences 

 

// Right to the city: Access to urban life 



The New Urban Agenda 
 

 

// Urbanization as a tool and engine for development 

 

// Positive notion of the city 

 

// The open, porous city 

 

// Action oriented & universal 

 

// Strengthened global commitment to sustainable urban development 



 

66. We commit ourselves to adopting a smart-city approach that makes use of opportunities from 

digitalization, clean energy and technologies, as well as innovative transport technologies, thus 
providing options for inhabitants to make more environmentally friendly choices and boost sustainable 
economic growth, and enabling cities to improve their service delivery.  
 
121. We will ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services by promoting 

energy efficiency and sustainable renewable energy...We will also prioritize smart-grid, district 

energy systems and community energy plans to improve synergies between renewable energy and 
energy efficiency.  
 
157. We will support science, research and innovation, including a focus on social, 

technological, digital and nature-based innovation, robust science-policy interfaces in 

urban and territorial planning and policy formulation and institutionalized mechanisms for sharing and 
exchanging information, knowledge and expertise 
 
160. We will foster the creation, promotion and enhancement of open, user-friendly and participatory 

data platforms using technological and social tools available to transfer and share knowledge 
among  national, subnational and local governments and relevant stakeholders 
 



 

BLOCK BY BLOCK 

 

Mojang/Microsoft partnership using Minecraft 

 

Engages young people in the design of urban public space projects 

 

Participatory planning workshops are held with local youth  

 

They provide input into the design and eventual implementation and 

management of spaces 

 

Community participation workshops have been held in Kenya, Haiti, 

Mexico,  Nigeria, Somalia, Peru, Nepal, Philippines and Bangladesh. 



Tlaxcoaque, Mexico 
City 
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Mumbai 

 

 

 

 

© Block by Block 



 

RESULTS: 

 

// Different outcomes other than you would expect 

 

// Genuinely addresses needs 

 

// A tailored solution 

 

// Community buy in 

 

// Also may bring out the local issues and concerns 



People, Planet, 
Prosperity, Peace and 
Partnerships 
 

A successful sustainable development 
agenda requires partnerships between 
governments, the private sector and civil 
society. These inclusive partnerships built 
upon principles and values, a shared 
vision, and shared goals that place 
people and the planet at the centre, are 
needed at the global, regional, national 
and local level. 
 



 #NewUrbanAgenda    unhabitat.org 

 #cities2030    nua.unhabitat.org 

 #cities4all    

 jeanette.elsworth@un.org 

   

Thank you 

https://twitter.com/search?q=#NewUrbanAgenda&src=typd

