
Definition: Urban Dilemmas

Concretely, an urban dilemma is defined as two or more competing goals, such as
stakeholder interests and related strategies which potentially fail to achieve their

aims as implementing one strategy hampers or prevents the achievement of
another.
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Key Dilemmas and Priorities of JPI Urban Europe
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Workshop: Dilemmas of Public Spaces
European Placemaking Week, Valencia, June 2019



AGORA Thematic Dialogue: Dilemmas of Public Spaces
Riga – 20/21 Nov 2019



44 
Participants… 

… from 17 
Countries …

Aim 2: 
Identifying the 
most pressing/ 

relevant 
dilemmas and 

synergies

Aim 1: 
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experiences and 
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innovation

AGORA Thematic Dialogue 
20/21 Nov 2019
Riga, Latvia

… coming 
from 27 cities.



AGORA Paper on Dilemmas of Public Spaces

• 16 authors
• 8 chapters

• Reconfiguration of public spaces via Nature-Based Solutions
• Attractive public spaces for tourists & catering for the needs of the inhabitants
• Ensuring inclusive and accessible public spaces in an austerity context
• Gender Equity and Public Spaces
• Inclusive design/public spaces for safe neighbourhoods
• Co-creative temporary use in public spaces: The process is everything.
• Rethinking urban public spaces: How to tap upon the potentials for re-allocating streetscapes 

for sustainability and livability
• Energy transition and the meaningful city


