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Syncity in a nutshell

Case studies 
Cureghem (Brussels) a “superdiverse”´neighbourhood and arrival space

Main Objectives
• Raise awareness for inclusive participation in ongoing urban renewal processes

• Improve the life quality through sustainability driven integrative stakeholder processes

• Transdisciplinary urban planning (living lab) that is integrating local initiatives

• Development of a toolbox for sustainable urban transformation processes

current tasks
• Developing a toolbox for European municipalities to better implement integrative urban 

transformation processes

• Preparing post Covid Urban living Lab and developing co-creation actions

• A Europe-wide network “Creating Cities together”

At a glance

syncity  -Synergetic Cities for Europe

Duration: 2019 – 2021

Involved Cities: Brussels, Vienna

Coordinator: Oikodrom – The Vienna Institute of 
Urban Sustainability

Partners: The Institute for Environmental 
Management and Land-use Planning at Université 

Libre de Bruxelles; Laboratory on Urbanism, 
Infrastructures and Ecologies at the Université 

Libre de Bruxelles; Abattoir SA; Inter-
Environnement Bruxelles; STRATECO; OIKOPLUS; 

Municipality of Anderlecht



Learning from Cureghem (Brussels)



Learning from Cureghem (Brussels)

Action research three sites have been chosen:

A vibrant street with a diversity of shops 
tackling a waste collection issue

Chaussée de Mons

A square with various usages that requires 
transformation to increase conviviality

Rue Dr de Meersman

A large and changing open space with 
logistic and commercial functionalities

Abattoir site



Urban Living Lab Place de Meersman
How open is participatory planning ?

© syncity, Rue Dr de Meersman

Development and testing of different participation 

methods to understand the current needs of the 

users (participatory mapping, participatory 

observation, building model, examples of urban 

furniture). 

• Who are the inhabitants and users of the 
square? 

• What is needed in the square at present? 

• Are there any existing conflicts in the usage of 
the space? 



Participation needs a public

© syncity

www.cureghem-tales.eu/
© syncity

/ˈkjuːti/

A cargo bike as activating tool 
in public space

A digital blogging platform

An interactive mobile based 
communication app



Bringing sustainability policy to life 
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Advantages
Transparency due to explicit guiding principles

Helps to share experience in relation to a future project

Used in internal workshops before urban living lab action

Disadvantages

Accessibility of used concepts i.e. “gentrification” even though 
the process itself is understood
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Contact                               

www.syncity4.eu

Catalina.Dobre@ulb.ac.be

richard.pfeifer@oikodrom.org

stollenwerk@oikoplus.com

Thank you for your attention.
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